
  

Leadership Biography of Pastor Terrence K. Porter 
 

Since his installation Pastor Porter has guided the congregation through a period of spiritual 

transformation and community engagement.  With active ministries/auxiliaries/committees designed with 

''People in Mind and the Community at Heart," Pilgrim has become a place where everyone can 

“Experience the Presence & Love of God!”  With an emphasis on Christ-Centered Worship and Praise, 

Pastor continues to empower our church family to recognize the privileges and responsibilities of 

Christian Discipleship. Biblical models and principles have been central to his leadership style and 

administration. By adding compensated staff, developing church leaders and leading facility 

beautification (Sowing a Seed for the Sanctuary, Walk of Faith, etc.), he has created a vibrant atmosphere 

of inclusion where the “Love of God” can be experienced by all.     

 

Pastor has led Pilgrim to intentionally extend its Christian Witness beyond its walls. As a result, PBC is 

recognized throughout the nation as a congregation committed to community wellness & social activism.  

Philosophically, he believes: “the church should never compromise its message of love and hope for all.” 

To that end, he has promoted a community ideology that "we can achieve more in partnership - rather 

than in isolation.”   

 

Pastor’s social engagement and benevolent spirit has led Pilgrim to take the lead in responding to 

local/national tragedies and civil unrest.  Pilgrim has embraced his vision of giving to the marginalized 

and those in need by contributing over $402,000.00 since 2003 to mission, benevolence, crisis 

intervention and student scholarship efforts, domestically and abroad.  He has also led the development of 

the JBJ & PBC Hope and Comfort Center, a place of warmth and shelter for homeless men and women.  

 

As the former President and Executive Director of the Red Bank Affordable Housing Corporation, he has 

engaged members of Pilgrim and the community to utilize their talents which has led to the construction 

of the Cedar Crossing Development.  As the result of this $8,000,000.00 townhouse development (started 

with $0 funds), thirty-six (36) families from the Shore region are experiencing the joy of homeownership 

in the community of Red Bank.  

 

He has also led the community of Red Bank and other regional churches and agencies to respond to the 

needs of individuals and families affected and/or displaced by Super Storm Sandy, and hurricanes 

Katrina, Irene and Harvey.  The coordination and housing of national work-teams (Sandy response) has 

become a model for church-based partnerships throughout the country.  This effort has also led to the 

establishment of the Community Collaborative Initiative, which has galvanized public, private and 

religious institutions to address the needs of the underserved and marginalized in Monmouth and Ocean 

Counties.  He also helped coordinate a community response to assist health providers with covid testing 

and covid vaccination opportunities to the underserved residents of Monmouth County.  He currently 

serves as Chaplain for the Monmouth County Police Chiefs Association and is an appointee to the NJ 

Multi-Faith Coalition, as well as Committee Member to Monmouth ACTS.  Pastor gives leadership to the 

Community Prayer Breakfast, the Community Martin Luther King Celebration as well as the Samuel 

“Mingo Jack” Johnson Historical Marker Initiative and the State Leadership Convocation (held at NBTS).  

He also coordinates the Community Code Blue Response Team for Red Bank and serves with Fellowship 

of Christian Athletes and Athletes in Action as a Chapel and Banquet speaker for local events & chapel 

services (Rutgers, Giants, Jets & Yankees). 

 

Pastor Porter has also been committed to the spreading of the gospel of Jesus Christ throughout the world.  

As an International Missions Instructor for the Lott Carey Baptist Foreign Mission Convention, he gives 

instruction to missionaries from around the world at its annual convention.  He has also led the 

congregation to recognize the need for a global missional worldview, and he has led medical 



  

mission/mission work teams to Haiti and Jamaica.  The Haiti mission effort allowed the church to partner 

in building a medical clinic and church, as well as sponsoring the “Grains of Grace” food program.  

Through his leadership, Pilgrim has also responded to the Ebola epidemic in Liberia, the AIDS epidemic 

in Sub Saharan Africa and the water crisis in Kenya (as well as Flint, Michigan). 
 

Pastor has received the prestigious Humanitarian & Community Service Awards from: Borough of Red 

Bank, NJ Legislatures, Board of Chosen Freeholders of Monmouth County, NAACP, Monmouth County 

Human Relations Commission, NJ General Assembly, Wilbur Ray Committee, and the Hackensack 

Meridian Health System, just to name a few.  In 2020 he was recognized by the New Jersey Attorney 

General’s Office as NJ Police Chaplain of the Year, and was also featured on the NBC Today Show in an 

interview with Jon Bon Jovi.  He also received the Humanitarian Award from the Mental Health 

Association of Monmouth County and the Prophetic Ministry Award from his alma mater New 

Brunswick Theological Seminary. 
 

Our Pastor, who is the spiritual son of; Rev. Dr. J. Michael Sanders (Fountain Baptist Church of Summit) 

is a gifted preacher and teacher! He has served as an instructor of New Testament Theology for The 

Institute for Christian Discipleship (Somerset), Palmer Theological Seminary - School of Christian 

Ministry, and the General Baptist Convention of NJ Congress of Christian Education.  He also established 

the Academy of Christian Education and has developed partnerships with Pillar College & New 

Brunswick Theological Seminary.  
 

Pastor Porter is married to Wilma L. Porter.  For those who don’t know, First Lady Wilma is active in her 

own right.  She a recent graduate of New Brunswick Theological Seminary.  She has helped Pastor to 

develop the Children’s Church & Children’s Fellowship for school aged kids.  She is also the former 

Director of the New Generations Choir.  Pastor and First Lady have three children:  Ayesha (Naval 

Consultant), Nehemiah (Web Analyst, Entrepreneur & Consultant), and Naomi (Fitness Instructor).  

Pastor’s hanging partner is “Saint” a rescue dog who replaced “Bullseye” another rescue dog the family 

had for over 19 years.  He has two grandchildren that he adores; Xadavious & Valencio. 
 

Pastor's only ambition continues to be; "To bring Glory to the name of Jesus Christ, by rendering service 

to others!”  and he affirms the truth of scripture that; "We can do all things through Jesus Christ which 

strengthens us……...Philippians 4:13.   

 

 

 
 


